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Hi,I'm Via Audio's manager. Thanks for writing the review and saying some nice things about the band. We
really appreciate it.I'm curious, though, about you mentioning the band's van saying snob. The story of the van
is that it's street parked in Brooklyn and is a white van - so it gets tagged all the time. Eventually, the band
decided to just have someone do a cool piece of art on it instead of there being a bunch of little sharpie tags.
The artist did the "SNOB" piece you make mention of.BUT - It hasn't said snob for about a year now. They had
someone do a new piece last June. So, how did you know that and why did you mention it out of curiosity? It
happens to be discussed in the pitchfork review of the band's last record. Might that be where you did your
research?

Hey, this is Jess from the band. Not only has the van not said "Snob" in almost a year, that very day we played
Schuba's, the van was off getting yet another paint job, the second since the tag you mentioned. Not that it
matters but just seemed weird. Anyway, thanks for the review!
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There’s a trend of sorts in the land of indie-pop lately one might call embracing the cheese.
First came auto-tune. Then the ukulele. And now the cock-sure blazing rock solo is en
vogue. 

Certainly there’s a sparkling wink of a joke they’re all in on, felt something fierce as opening
Brooklyn crew Via Audio parked aside Schubas last night in a big purple conversion tour
van (once emblazoned with the word “SNOB,” we're told). The hipster mystery machine did
not try to hide its arrival.      

To Via Audio’s credit, those winks are charming most of the time, inciting a room full of
skinny jeans and inhibitions to raise the roof to a Prince-slathered funk of a mid-set get-down
called “Babies.” There was reciprocated band-to-crowd sentiment that sure, “the world is
overcrowded,” and why not, “I want to make babies with you.” 

Or their Unicorns-esque ode to Godzilla, “Lizard Song,” they followed this with, scattering
flash riffs and handclaps about four-part huff-and-puff syncopated harmonies bending the
line between kook and pop as hard as they could.  “You wanted a monster/Here I am,”
drawled out lead guitarist Tom Deis. 

Though earlier the four-piece made fans endure a throw-away called “Digital,” wrought with
robot-crunched vocals, an impassioned Cake cadence and the veritable icing – a neon
guitar bit lifted straight from “Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure” cache.  Color it a satirical
monster all you want.  It still put a sour taste in this reviewer’s mouth. 

An odd thing for this band to kick out, even with their quirks worn proudly on their sleeves.
Especially when they whipped out closer “Happening,” keyboardist Jessica Martins
glistening a soulful sing-along – “This is what we live for/This is where we aught to be” –
before the band erupted in hip-popping key. 

So the same story went for headliners Jamaica, a French power-pop duo ironically spawned
on the condition that they threw any synth tricks out the studio window, or heavyweight
Parisian natives, Xavier De Rosnay (Justice) and Peter Franco (Daft Punk), wouldn’t
produce their debut. 

The two took the stage sans synth, indeed, rounding out a rhythm section with touring
drummer David Arknin, but orchestrated a shit-show of pedal-clicks to hit moment after
moment of gleaming “rawk” bridges and impassioned lyrics about being a “Gentleman” and
the glory of all things “Short and Entertaining.” 

Likened to peers Phoenix in the blogosphere, this is not to say the trio did not own their
cheese.  A pocket of girls near the stage ate up every “gar pareee” drop that lead singer
Antoine Hilaire filled banter time with.  And the viral rockumentary “I Think I Like U 2,” an
actually clever stab at their own power-chord rise to fame saw some similar swoons, phallic
guitar positioning and all.  It just got placid after a while.  Half the room emptied out by the
time they capped their 10-song set. 

Which is somewhat of a shame. Because “When Do You Wanna Stop Working” is one case
where all their flash and power posture is ditched all together, Hilaire taking a moment to
channel some garage rock roots.  If only honesty came back in style.  

 

Jamaica + Via Audio at Schubas
Photo: Erica Gannett

Comments (2)
Categories
Indie/alt rock, Music, Pop,
Rock, pop & hip-hop

Keywords
Gavin Paul, Jamaica, Via
Audio

Facebook 0

TweetTweet 2

Pinterest 0

0

Share 2

Reddit

StumbleUpon 0

Email

Previous:
Arcade Fire + The National at UIC Pavilion | Live
review + photo gallery

Next:
Thirty Seconds to Mars at the Aragon | All-Access

pass photo gallery

Login   Guest  

Post

Reply

Reply

Everyone Friends Me

The Lists

Recent user activity on www.timeoutchicago.com:

Alejandro Aguilar :
Robert Feder | Chicago Media blog

4 hours ago

Rob Kozlowski :
The Master to return to the Music Box in
70mm

6 hours ago

Andrew Hilsberg :
We love: State Street shopping

8 hours ago

Terry Socol :
Sun-Times standing up for Spielman’s

Top 10 dance clubs

Top 5 sexy DJ lounges

Top comedy clubs

Top places to Booze and View

Drag nights for gender-benders

More Time Out Time Out Chicago Kids Time Out New York Time Out New York Kids Time Out Boston Time Out London Time Out store Eating & Drinking guide

Site Sections Things to Do
This week in Chicago

Careers

Features

Casinos & gambling

Sights & Tours

The Lists

Promotions

Sex + Dating

Sports & Fitness

Travel & Hotels

Arts + Culture
Art & Design

Books

Comedy

Dance

Film

Gay & Lesbian

Movies On Demand

Museums

Theater

Music + Nightlife
Clubs

Music

Opera & Classical

Restaurants + Bars
Bars

Restaurants

Today's specials

Dining and Libation Society

Shopping
Home Design

Shopping

Spas & Salons

Guides Blogs
#Chicago blog

Robert Feder blog

Consume blog

Unscripted blog

Audio File blog

The Exhibitionist blog

Connect Facebook Everyblock Foursquare Google+ iPad edition Newsletters Pinterest Tumblr Twitter Foodspotting

Info Privacy Policy Terms + Conditions Contact Us Media Kit + Advertising Get Listed We're Hiring Customer Service Corrections Subscribe: iPad
Print

Things to Do Arts + Culture Music + Nightlife Restaurants + Bars Shopping Guides Blogs

http://timeout.com/
http://www.timeoutchicagokids.com/
http://www.timeoutnewyork.com/
http://www.timeoutboston.com/
http://timeout.com/travel
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/7553665/time-out-guides
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/pcd/apps/index.cfm?imagid=21001&ikey=A**WST
https://secure2.palmcoastd.com/pub/tocg/subdomprint.asp?psrc=I_y4_P1WST
http://www.magnetmail.net/actions/subscription_form_tochicago.cfm
https://secure2.palmcoastd.com/pub/tocg/subServices.asp
http://timeoutchicago.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3d64/0/0/%2a/c;265243679;1-0;0;58784858;3454-728/90;52205105/52164753/1;;~okv=;nid=14733271;kw=gavin-paul;kw=jamaica;kw=via-audio;pos=Leader1;sz=728x90;to=ad;dcopt=ist;tile=1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.choosechicago.com/things-to-do/dining/chicago-restaurant-week/
http://www.timeoutchicago.com/shopping-style/sports-fitness/15944411/fitness-cult-workouts-edition
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/15937456/2012-in-quotes
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14734097/trentemoller-at-the-mid-photo-gallery
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733897/arcade-fire-the-national-at-uic-pavilion-live-review-photo-gallery
http://timeoutchicago.com/blogs/136514/feed
http://twitter.com/home/?status=http%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F3fel7kq
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14734097/trentemoller-at-the-mid-photo-gallery
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733897/arcade-fire-the-national-at-uic-pavilion-live-review-photo-gallery
http://comments.us1.gigya.com/comments/rss/5362471/Blog%20Comments/14733271
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/audio-file-blog/136514/audio-file-blog
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/audio-file-blog/136514/audio-file-blog
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/chicago-in-photos/14821355/2011-concert-photos
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733897/arcade-fire-the-national-at-uic-pavilion-live-review-photo-gallery?package=14821355
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/music/14728649/thirty-seconds-to-mars-at-the-aragon-all-access-pass-photo-gallery?package=14821355
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#social-reader-q
http://timeoutchicago.com/search/apachesolr_search?filters=tid%3A37436&topic=37436
http://timeoutchicago.com/search/apachesolr_search?filters=tid%3A37400&topic=37400
http://timeoutchicago.com/search/apachesolr_search?filters=tid%3A37440&topic=37440
http://timeoutchicago.com/search/apachesolr_search?filters=tid%3A37430&topic=37430
http://timeoutchicago.com/search/apachesolr_search?filters=tid%3A7546237&topic=7546237
http://timeoutchicago.com/search/apachesolr_search?filters=tid%3A7549817&topic=7549817
http://timeoutchicago.com/search/apachesolr_search?filters=tid%3A7549819&topic=7549819
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Ftimeoutchicago.com%2Fmusic-nightlife%2F14733271%2Fjamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery&text=Jamaica%20%2B%20Via%20Audio%20at%20Schubas%20%7C%20Live%20Review%20%2B%20photo%20gallery&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftimeoutchicago.com%2Fmusic-nightlife%2F14733271%2Fjamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftimeoutchicago.com%2Fmusic-nightlife%2F14733271%2Fjamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733897/arcade-fire-the-national-at-uic-pavilion-live-review-photo-gallery?package=14821355
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/music/14728649/thirty-seconds-to-mars-at-the-aragon-all-access-pass-photo-gallery?package=14821355
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3d64/0/0/%2a/n;44306;0-0;0;58784858;4584-320/53;0/0/0;;~okv=;nid=14733271;pos=top;sz=320x53;to=ad;tile=5;~sscs=%3f
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3d64/0/0/%2a/x;266803405;0-0;0;58784858;4307-300/250;52224787/52184420/1;;~okv=;nid=14733271;kw=gavin-paul;kw=jamaica;kw=via-audio;pos=Middle;sz=300x250;to=ad;tile=6;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.tnkfest.com
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/the-lists
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/chicago-media-blog/136511/robert-feder-chicago-media-blog
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/film/15977531/the-master-to-return-to-the-music-box-in-70mm
http://www.timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/70365/we-love-state-street-shopping
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/chicago-media-blog/15975426/sun-times-standing-up-for-spielman%E2%80%99s-scoop-on-mell
http://timeoutchicago.com/thelists/163733/top-10-dance-clubs
http://timeoutchicago.com/thelists/210715/top-5-sexy-dj-lounges
http://timeoutchicago.com/thelists/210775/top-comedy-clubs
http://timeoutchicago.com/thelists/210795/top-places-to-booze-and-view
http://timeoutchicago.com/thelists/212539/drag-nights-for-gender-benders
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3d64/0/0/%2a/i;44306;0-0;0;58784858;31-1/1;0/0/0;;~okv=;nid=14733271;pos=video-overlay;sz=1x1;to=ad;tile=8;~sscs=%3f
http://timeoutchicagokids.com/
http://www.timeoutny.com/
http://timeoutnewyorkkids.com/
http://timeoutboston.com/
http://timeout.com/london
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/7553665/time-out-guides
https://secure2.palmcoastd.com/pub/tocg/products_EDGD12WB.asp
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/this-week-in-chicago
http://timeoutchicago.com/shopping-style/careers
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/features
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/casinos-gambling
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/sights-tours
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/the-lists
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/promotions
http://timeoutchicago.com/sex-dating
http://timeoutchicago.com/shopping-style/sports-fitness
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/travel-hotels
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/art
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/books
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/comedy
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/dance
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/film
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/gay-lesbian
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/movies-on-demand
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/museums
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/theater
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/clubs
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/music
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/opera-classical
http://timeoutchicago.com/restaurants-bars
http://timeoutchicago.com/restaurants-bars/bars
http://timeoutchicago.com/restaurants-bars/restaurants
http://timeoutchicago.com/restaurants-bars/14902375/daily-deals-and-todays-specials-at-chicago-restaurants-bars
http://www.timeoutchicago.com/restaurants-bars/dining-and-libation-society
http://timeoutchicago.com/shopping-style
http://timeoutchicago.com/shopping-style/home-design
http://timeoutchicago.com/shopping-style/shopping
http://timeoutchicago.com/shopping-style/spas-salons
http://timeoutchicago.com/guides
http://timeoutchicago.com/blogs
http://www.timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do/out-about-blog/136510/out-about-blog
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/chicago-media-blog/136511/robert-feder-blog
http://www.timeoutchicago.com/restaurants-bars/consume-blog/136524/consume-blog
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/unscripted-blog/136512/unscripted-blog
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/audio-file-blog/136514/audio-file-blog
http://www.timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture/exhibitionist-blog/14734821/exhibitionist-blog
http://www.facebook.com/timeoutchicago
http://chicago.everyblock.com/media-mentions/sources/157/
http://foursquare.com/user/843848
https://plus.google.com/u/0/100815165869007329128/posts
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/pcd/apps/index.cfm?imagid=21001&ikey=A**WSB
http://www.magnetmail.net/actions/subscription_form_tochicago.cfm
http://pinterest.com/timeoutchicago/
http://timeoutchicago.tumblr.com/
http://www.twitter.com/timeoutchicago
http://www.foodspotting.com/timeoutchicago
http://timeoutchicago.com/165337/privacy-policy
http://timeoutchicago.com/165335/terms-conditions
http://timeoutchicago.com/136519/contact-us
http://www.timeoutchicago.com/mediakit
http://timeoutchicago.com/136517/get-listed
http://timeoutchicago.iapplicants.com/
https://secure2.palmcoastd.com/pub/tocg/subServices.asp
http://timeoutchicago.com/14869365/corrections
https://ssl.palmcoastd.com/pcd/apps/index.cfm?imagid=21001&ikey=A**WSB
https://secure2.palmcoastd.com/pub/tocg/subdomprint.asp?psrc=I_y4_P1WST
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife/14733271/jamaica-via-audio-at-schubas-live-review-photo-gallery#
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3d64/0/0/%2a/r;44306;0-0;0;58784858;36935-995/60;0/0/0;;~okv=;nid=14733271;kw=gavin-paul;kw=jamaica;kw=via-audio;pos=ExpandablePushdown;sz=995x60;to=ad;tile=2;~sscs=%3f
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3d64/0/0/%2a/r;44306;0-0;0;58784858;36935-995/60;0/0/0;;~okv=;nid=14733271;kw=gavin-paul;kw=jamaica;kw=via-audio;pos=ExpandablePushdown;sz=995x60;to=ad;tile=3;~sscs=%3f
http://timeoutchicago.com/things-to-do
http://timeoutchicago.com/arts-culture
http://timeoutchicago.com/music-nightlife
http://timeoutchicago.com/restaurants-bars
http://timeoutchicago.com/shopping-style
http://timeoutchicago.com/guides
http://timeoutchicago.com/blogs

